
 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 3, 2022 
 
Reading 1 
Is 66:10-14c 

Thus says the LORD: Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because of her, all you who love her; exult, 
exult with her, all you who were mourning over her! . . . As nurslings, you shall be carried in her arms, 
and fondled in her lap; as a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; in Jerusalem you shall find 
your comfort. When you see this, your heart shall rejoice and your bodies flourish like the grass; the 
LORD's power shall be known to his servants. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 

R. (1) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 
Reading 2 
Gal 6:14-18 

 
Gospel 
Lk 10:1-12, 17-20  

At that time the Lord appointed seventy-two others whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every 
town and place he intended to visit. He said to them, "The harvest is abundant but the laborers 
are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest. Go on your way; 
behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves. Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals; and 
greet no one along the way. Into whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this household.' If a 
peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you. Stay in the 
same house and eat and drink what is offered to you, for the laborer deserves his payment. Do not 
move about from one house to another. Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what 
is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, 'The kingdom of God is at hand for you.' 
Whatever town you enter and they do not receive you, go out into the streets and say, 'The dust of 
your town that clings to our feet, even that we shake off against you.' Yet know this: the kingdom 
of God is at hand. I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom on that day than for that town." 
The seventy-two returned rejoicing, and said, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of 
your name." Jesus said, "I have observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky.  Behold, I have given 
you the power to 'tread upon serpents' and  scorpions and upon the full force of the enemy and 
nothing will harm you.  Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you, but 
rejoice because your names are written in heaven." 
 

HOMILY: 

 

At the birthday party of a couple of children that I attended this weekend, one of the celebrity children was 

having fun with one of his cousins.  The cousin picked up the “birthday boy,” who is a “terrible two,” lifted 

him up and tossed him in the air, caught him, and tried to set the boy down, to which the delighted two-year-

old said, “Do it again!”  The cousin obliged, after which the joyful child said, “Do it again!” Up he went, a 

third time, and even before he rested back on earth, he shouted with delight—yes—“Do it again.” It was 

about this time that the cousin began to realize what a terrible thing he had created and when the cousin 

finally collapsed from exhaustion, the tot showed a bit of his “terrible” and was not happy that the fun had 

ended.  He wanted MORE!  “Do it again!” 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/66?10
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/66?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Galatians/6?14
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?1


 

While it is certainly the case that we delight in the sheer joy of a child with simple pleasures like being 

tossed in the air, us older folks, after some experience living, harbor in our hearts that life is not meant to be 

about one joy after another.  Things happen that aren’t always joyful.  Life happens.  And when life happens, 

we are tempted to conclude that life is not only about joy.  And in that…we would be mistaken. 

 

For, in today’s scriptures, we discover that life is always and forever about one joy after another. What does 

that mean?  In the first reading, through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord himself tells us to “rejoice!”  Why? 

“When you see… [the comfort of the Lord]…, your heart shall rejoice and your bodies flourish like the 

grass; the LORD's power shall be known to his servants.”  In other words, the result of knowing the comfort 

of the Lord and knowing the power of the Holy Spirit is…joy. 

 

Next, the psalm response, “Let all the earth cry out to God with joy!” is the necessary response when we 

have seen the works of God.   

 

Finally, in the gospel, we hear that the disciples, having been sent out to heal the sick, return, and having 

seen God’s power over evil spirits, are told by Jesus, “do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you, 

but rejoice because your names are written in heaven." Jesus plainly tells us that our joy is rooted in the 

truth that our “names are written in heaven.” In other words, when we know the fullness of life in 

eternity, it will be characterized by complete joy.  The fact that we don’t know this perfect joy in this 

world is not because “life isn’t always about joy,” but because life is not yet  complete—for complete 

life will only be known in eternity.  But…when we live fully in this life—see the works of God, serve 

the Lord as he asks us to do by loving our neighbor, we ought to expect a foretaste of joy in this life 

that will reach its fullness in eternity.  

 

And while our imperfect living of life means life in this fallen world will not always be joyful, it is 

clear that if we have NO joy, we are not living according to the Lord’s plan—for he has created us for 

joy, and we ought to know foretastes of this often. So, the barometer of joy tells us the quality of our 

living. And, if we live without much joy, a re-correction of course is required—back towards the works 

of God and the service of God. Want more joy? Come to God and serve God—the single source of joy 

for which our hearts were created and for which we long!  

 

So, as it turns out, the birthday boy was right! For Jesus has taught that, unless we become like children—

expecting joy—we will not enter the Kingdom of God. Life is meant to be one joy after another! But, while 

we might become exhausted bringing joy to others, the joys of the Lord are never exhausted. Here, as we “do 

this in remembrance” of the Lord, we say, “Do it again!” Pour the delights of Your life into our hearts, as we 

await the perfect, unending joys of eternal life, where, in his mercy, God will pile joy upon joy and, in the 

words of St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians, we will “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I say it again: Rejoice!” 

(Phil. 4:4) For the reason for which we created is for joy!  Even now, let us come to the Lord and let the joy 

begin. 


